Amendment to Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (amended) - In an automated litter box system which comprises: 

a) a litter box configured to contain animal litter therein; $md the Utter box having a 
bottom surface for placement on a solid environmental surface; 

b) an automatic waste removing device which is configured to automatically remove 
animal waste and clumped litter from said the litter box; 

c) a waste receptacle connected to said (he litter box, said waste receptacle having a 
bottom at one end and an aperture located at another end wherein said aperture is positioned and 
configured to receive £a& the animal waste and clumped litter which is removed from said the 
litter box whereby said the waste and dumped litter pass through said aperture and accumulate in 
said waste receptacle; said waste receptacle including a lid which covers said aperture to thereby 
enclose said waste receptacle; and 

d) a lid opening and closing device connected to said b'd to open and close said lid: 
wherein the improvement comprises a means to secure the litterbox to a stabilized elevated 

platform supported by a base, support panels cxtcndinK up iram said base, and a ramp operati vely 
coupled to said base bv grooves located on_said base, panels and ramp which are fitted together 
into complemental edges of said_base, panels and ramp to create a defined, enclosed waste storage 
area and an article storage area, with said bottom of said waste receptacle being located lower than 
said bottom surface of said the litter box. 
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Claim 2 (amended) - The automated litter box system, of claim 1, wherein sakl the bottom 
surface of e«4 the litter box rests on a top surface of an elevated platform, said elevated platform 
being elevated relative to the bottom of said waste receptacle whereby said bottom of said waste 
receptacle is lower than a bottom surface of said platform. 

Claim 3 (amended) - The automated litter box system of claim 2, wherein furth e r 
inolud e s at l e ast ono animal acoooo said ramp conn e ct e d th e reto wher e in said ramp either extends 
downward from the lid of said waste receptacle or extends downward from said the litter box. 

Claim 4 (cancelled) 

Claim 5 (amended) - The automated litter box system of claim A X wherein said elevated 
platform is elevated by a fcte nst on e a support member defining one said panel and has a plurality 
of said grooves which « are attached to said platfonn bv said plurality of grooves gind wbkfo said 
support member extends downward down th e r e from from the litter box . 

Claim 6 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said at least one 
support member comprises a plurality of legs. 

Claim 7 (amended) - The automated litter box system of claim 6 which further includes a 
said base having a plurality of grooves underneath said platform wherein said base is spac e d 
apart located at a spaced horizontal position below &em the bottom surface of said platform; and 
said plurality of legs comprise at least two platform support panels having a plurality of grooves 
wherein said platform support panels have an upper end attached to said platform bv said 
plurality of grooves and a lower end attached to said base bv said plurality of grooves whereby 
said bottom surface of said platform, said platform support panels and said base define a volume 
underneath said tihe litter box for storing articles therein. 
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Claim 8 (amended) - The automated Utter box system of claim 7 which further includes 
an extension of said base haying a plurality of grooves wherein said extension extends 
underneath said ramp, said extension of the base having one end connected to a lower end of said 
ramp whereby said ramp extends downward from said lid to said one end of the extension of said 
base; and said automated litter box system further comprises a pair of ramp support panels 
having a plurality of grooves and which extend downward from an edge on either side of said 
ramp to the extension of said base, whereby said ramp, said ramp support panels, sjiid lid and said 
extension of said base define a waste collection volume of said waste receptacle; said waste 
receptacle having a height which extends vertically from a bottom of said lid to said extension of 
said base. 

Claim 9 (previously presented) - The automated litter box system of claim 8, wherein said 
waste receptacle further comprises a disposable waste collecting container located in said volume 
of said waste receptacle wherein said container has an opening at one end thereof, said opening of 
said container being connected around a periphery of said aperture whereby said waste and 
clumped animal litter passes through said aperture and collects in said disposable container. 

Claim 10 (previously presented) - The automated litter box system of claim 9 wherein said 
base and said platform are substantially horizontally disposed and said platform support panels and 
said ramp support panels are substantially vertically disposed. . 

Claim 11 (previously presented) - The automated litter box system of claim 9, wherein said 
disposable container is a bag with an opening at one end thereof and the opening of said bag is 
connected to said aperture by a collar wherein said collar is configured to attach to the periphery of 
said aperture. 
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Claim 12 (previously presented) - The automated litter box system of claim 1 1, wherein 
said bag is attached to said collar by a plurality of clips. 

Claim 13 (amended) - An apparatus for increasing waste storage capacity of an 
, automated litter box system of the type which comprises a litter box configured to contain animal 
litter therein; an automatic waste removing device for removing animal waste and clumped litter 
from -said the litter box; a waste receptacle having an aperture which is positioned and configured 
to receive said animal waste and clumped litter which is removed from smd the Utter box whereby 
said waste and clumped litter pass through said aperture and accumulate in said wasue receptacle; a 
lid which covers said aperture to thereby enclose said waste receptacle; and a lid opening and 
closing device connected to said lid to open and close said lid; said apparatus comprising; 

a) an elevated platform which is configured to hold said automated litter box system 
thereon so that said aperture of said litter box system is positioned above said platfbnn when said 
litter box system is placed on said platform; 

b) a plurality of support panels having a plurality of grooves a rem laoomonl - animal wast e 
r e o e ptaols whioh includ e s an ap e rtur e for th e introduction of animal wnoto into said r e ceptacl e 
wher e in said replac e m e nt animal waste receptacle and aperture thereof ar e configur e d to r e plac e 
the - wreto - roooptaclo an^ - aperfar e of said automat e d litt e r box syst e m se - thftt-alte f- ieplaoement of 
oaid waoto receptacle by said r e plac e ment wast e r e ceptacl e ? - said-wflato and olumpod litter pass 
through the aporture of said r e plac e ment animal wast e r e o o pt aolo and colloot in oaid replacem ent 
animal wast e r e ceptacle, with the provioo that said - r e placement animal wast e r e c a ptQcl e is also 
configured to extend from a point abov e- said platform to a point below said platform wh e n sa id 
litt e r box oyotom is placod on said platform and said wast e r e c e ptacle of oaid litter box oyotom io 
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replac e d by said replacement wosto rooeptoelo, whoroby said replaoomont waoto receptacle hag a 
larger volume relativ e to a volume of oaid wasto roooptoole of ooid automated litter box oyatom ; 

c) an animal access ramp connected to said apparatus wherein said ramp bag an upper 
end and a lower end wherein said upper end is positioned above said platform whereby said ramp 
extends downward from above said platform to provide access by an animal to said automated 
litter box system when said system is placed on top of said platform; 

<Q a base having a plurality of grooves and connected with said elevated platform and 
said animal access ramp by said plurality of sup port panels to create a defined article storage area 
and waste storage area underneath said elevated platform and said animal access ram p: an4 

e) a replacement, animal wa ste receptacle which includes an aperture for the 
introduction of animal waste into said receptacle wherein said replacement animal waste receptacle 
and aperture thereof are configured to replace the waste receptacle and aperture of said automated 
litter box system, so that after replacement of said waste receptacle by said replacement waste 
receptac1e,__said waste and clumped litter pass through the aperture of said replacement animal 
waste receptacle and collect in said replacement animal waste receptacle, with the proviso that said f 
replacement animal waste receptacle is also configured to extend from a point above said platform 
to a point below said platform when said Utter box system is placed on said platform and said 
waste receptacle, of said litter box system is replaced by said replacement waste receptacle, 
whereby said replacement waste receptacle has a larger volume relative to a volume? of said waste 
receptacle of said automated litter box system . 

Claim 14 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said ramp is 
configured so that said upper end of said ramp lies adjacent to said Jid of said automated litter box 
system when said system is placed on top of said platform. 
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Claim 15 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said elevated 
platfonn is elevated by at least one support member which is attached to said platform and which 
extends downward therefrom. 

Claim 16 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 15, wherein said at least one 
support member comprises a plurality of legs. 

Claim 17 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 16, which further includes a base 
underneath said elevated platform wherein said base is spaced apart from said elevated platform; 
and said plurality of legs comprise at least two platform support panels wherein said platform 
support panels have an upper end attached to said platform and a lower end attactoxl to said base 
whereby said bottom surface of said elevated platform, said platform support panels, and said base 
define a volume underneath said die litter box for storing articles therein. 

Claim 18 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 17 which further includes an 
extension of said base wherein said extension extends underneath, said ramp, said base having 
one end connected to a lower end of said ramp whereby said ramp extends from said one end of 
said base to the lid of said automated litter box system when said system is placed on top of said 
platform; and said apparatus further comprises a pair of ramp support panels which extend 
downward from an edge on either side of said ramp to the extension of said base, whereby said 
ramp, said ramp support panels, said lid and said extension of said base define a waste collection 
volume of said replacement waste receptacle when said Utter box system is placed on said platform 
and said waste receptacle of said litter box system is replaced by said replacement waste 
receptacle; said replacement waste receptacle having a height which extends veiticalty from a 
lower surface of said ltd to said extension of said base when said waste receptacle of said litter box 
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system is replaced by said replacement waste receptacle and said litter box system is placed on said 
platform. 

Claim 19 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 18 wherein said replacement 
waste receptacle further comprises a disposable waste collecting container located in said volume 
of said replacement waste receptacle wherein said container has an opening at one end thereof, said 
opening of said container being connected around a periphery of the aperture of the replacement 
waste receptacle whereby said waste and clumped animal litter passes though said aperture of the 
replacement waste receptacle and collects in said disposable container. 

Claim 20 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 19 wherein said base and said 
platform are substantially horizontally disposed and said platform support panels and said ramp 
support panels are substantially vertically disposed. 

Claim 21 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 20 wherein said disposable 
container is a bag with an opening at one end thereof and the opening of said bag is connected to 
said aperture of the replacement waste receptacle by a collar wherein said collar is configured to 
attach to the periphery of said aperture of the replacement waste receptacle. 

Claim 22 (previously presented) - The apparatus of claim 21 wherein said bag is attached 
to said collar by a plurality of clips. 

Claim 23 (amended) - An apparatus for increasing waste storage capacity of an 
automated litter box system wherein said apparatus comprises: 

a plurality of support members; 

means for joining said support members to create a stable platform on which a pet litter 
box is placed; 
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a conveyance element to provide pet access from a floor to said platform; and means for 
joining said conveyance element with said platform; 

whereby said automated litter box system will be elevated off of said floor or off of a 
ptaae* planar resting surface such that a pet owner can use a larger conventional waste storage 
container to collect pet waste therein to thereby reduce the frequency in which the pet owner 
needs to empty the waste collection container, resulting in less effort being required from the pet 
owner to maintain the litter box in a sanitary manner. 

Claim 24 (previously presented) - A method for increasing waste storage capacity of an 
automated litter box system which comprises providing the apparatus of claim 13 and placing 
said automated litter box system on said apparatus wherein said automated litter box system rests 
on said elevated platform; and replacing the waste receptacle of the automated litter box system 
with the replacement waste receptacle of said apparatus. 

Claim 25 (new) - The apparatus of claim 23 wherein said support members 

include: 

a base having opposed extremities with groove means disposed therw n; 

a pair of support panels each having an extremity with means compkmental to said 
groove means for fixing said support panels in static relationship to said base; 

an elevated platform haying grooves means in operative relationship with said 
support panels at extremities remote from said base, said elevated platfoim having a bottom 
surface and a tor? surface provided with frame means dimensioned to fixedly secure the litter box 
during operation. 

one said support panel having an exterior surface remote from, said .other support 
panel provided with groove means operative! y coupled to a ramp means, 
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said ramp means includi ng ramp support panels interacting with said groove means. 
an. underlying ramp base extension fixing said ramp support panels in vertical alignment and said 
ramp fixed on said ramp support panels and said base extension. 
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